
The School Year 1981 

Feb 2   First term begins.  

Feb 5   Visit by Mr. M. Wellington, Minister of Education.  

Feb 26, 27  Athletic Sports.  

Mar 9   Shirley Boys' Sports Visit.  

Mar 25 - 27  Visit to Southland Boys' High School.  

April 4  Gala Day.  

April 23 - 25  National Volleyball Championships.  

April 28  Inter-form Cross Country.  

May 8   First ·term ends.  

May 19  Epping Boys' Sports Visit.  

 

May 25  Second term begins.  

June 1   Queen's Birthday - Old Boys' Games.  

June 17  Waitaki Boys' Sports Visit.  

June 24  Otago Boys' Sports Visit.  

July 22  Southland Boys' Sports Visit.  

Aug 4   Shirley Boys
1
 Sports Visit.  

Aug 21  Second Term ends.  

 

Sept 14  Third Term begins.  

Sept 19  School Formal.  

Oct 10   Mathletics.  

Oct 16   Funeral of Mr. S.G. Emslie - King's longest serving staff member - 1941 - 1975.  

Oct 28 - 29  Waitaki Boys' High School Sports Visit.  

Nov 4   Blues Dinner - Guest speaker Laurie Mains.  

Nov 17  Senior Prize Giving.  

Nov 26  Board/parents/staff - Farewell to Mr. Bremner.  

Dec 8  Junior Prize giving 

End of an Era 

 

"The beginning of an era" referring to the first 

time the senior position in the School, the Rector, 

was to filled by an Old Boy, Ian Simpson. 

The ñend of an eraò referring to the retirement of 

the School's longest-serving Rector, Jack 

Bremner. 

Mr Bremner started at Kings in September 1966,  

He initiated many changes, and supported to the 

full the efforts made to bring them all to 

completion. These he can look back on as material 

changes he has helped bring to fruition, but there 

is no doubt that looking back over the last fifteen 

years, the main satisfaction will come from 

contemplating the influence he and Kings have 

had on the hundreds of pupils who attended the 

school in that time.  
 



The Fitness Track 

 

 

 

Open Evening 

 
A language class demonstration 

 
Computers in action 

Kings High School is the first school in Otago to 

build its own community fitness track, and it is 

being put to good use by school pupils and the 

public.  

The school council took up the request and agreed 

to assist with the project.  

Mr McLean, with the assistance of pupils who had 

been accredited with university entrance, started 

building the track during the last week of the 

school year.  

A grant of $200 from the St. Kilda Borough 

Council helped pay for the tantalised poles, 

concrete and nuts and bolts needed to put down 

the track.  

The track which is situated on the Kirkcaldy 

Street side of the school grounds runs on either 

side of a row of poplars.  

It consists of a series of short sprint-jog distances 

which are interspaced with fitness stations. Each 

of these is designed to condition a group of 

muscles.  

The exercise equipment includes a stretching 

machine, a back extender, parallel bar>s, step-ups, 

trunk turning tables, and stations for situps and 

pushups.  

What is the value of the fitness track for Kings 

High School?  

"We have used it at the beginning of the winter 

season as part of our general fitness training," Mr 

McLean said when interviewed.  
 

For a number of years Kings has held an "Open Evening" just 

before the closing date for new enrolments. Thanks partly to 

effective advertising and partly to a steadily improving school 

image in the public eye, there was a record attendance of 

Form Two pupils and their families. More than two hundred 

and fifty people crowded into the library for a brief outline of 

the school's history and an account of the effect of zoning 

within the area. They heard of changes in curriculum over the 

years, of widening sporting and cultural activities, of the aims 

of the school in broad terms and available courses in detail.  

Divided into a dozen groups, the visitors were guided on a 

tour of the school in which every aspect of work and 

recreation was either demonstrated or discussed. As one who 

accompanied a group, I have never been more impressed with 

the activities, attitudes and facilities existing in any school.  



 
English classes are like this. 

 

 
Demonstrations in the workshop 

 

 
Rex Smith demonstrates his wares 

 

 

Senior pupils acting as group guides and pupils of all ages who 

had volunteered to demonstrate school work deserved and gained 

high praise.  

Parents and their children were greatly impressed by all they saw 

and heard and several who had been undecided on their choice of 

school were now firmly in favour of Kings. A common factor 

which a number of parents mentioned was the relaxed and 

friendly relationship between pupils and teachers. For me that 

was the most impressive part of the evening.  

Undoubtedly the improved public relationship resulting from 

"Open Evening" has contributed greatly in producing the largest 

number of enrolment applications in ten years.  
 



Music 

 

 

 

 

 

1981 has seen two additions to lunch 

time activities - drum lessons from rock 

drummer Neil Dobier (who has since 

gone to Australia) and guitar lessons 

from Miss Sandra Dingwall. The band 

continues to develop and will again be  

appearing at the end of the year. 

 

 Steven Godfrey is hoping to have completed an 

original composition for the occasion. He is busy and 

talented - he is now a member of National Youth Band.  

Composition has become a regular part of the music 

week with Tony Watson being appointed itinerant 

composer in schools. A lot of enthusiasm has been 

raised.  

Fourth former David Coleclough continues to appear on 

T.V. - this year on Telethon giving an impressive 

rendition of "This Old House".  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music being made in the 

classroom. Boys get 

first-hand experience 

with instruments. 



Trail Riding  

 

 

 

 

 

An interested group of motor-cyclists 

have "done" the Dunstan Track.  

This roadway was one of the early 

coach tracks to Central Otago - this one 

leading to "the Dunstan", now known 

as Clyde, during gold rush days.  

On the first trip a group of ten - 

including students, a parent and a staff 

member spent a happy Saturday 

travelling the route: Dunedin, Mosgiel, 

Clarks Junction, Rocklands Station, 

Paerau - Patearoa, where lunch was 

eaten.  

The return trip included a visit to "'The 

Blackball" (an old inn site) and various 

side trips into tussock and swamp.  

Some emergency repairs were needed, 

but only one bike was towed back to 

town.  

The second trip involved a weekend. 

The numbers dropped to six. over the 

Dunstan to Paerau again - staying the 

night at Patearoa.  

Friday night  

Saturday's trail riding involved a trip 

from Paerau to Lake Onslow, Millers 

Flat and a late lunch at Roxburgh. The 

main road was taken to Alexandra 

where we refuelled, then on to the 

relatively unknown part of the Dunstan 

from Galloway to Moa Creek.   

Sunday morning was devoted to routine 

maintenance and the afternoon to the 

trip home.  
 


